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Background 

● West Coast Ocean Alliance is a regional planning body
○ States, tribes, and Feds unifying their approach to coastal management
○ Present focal areas are wind energy, ocean acidification, and aquaculture

● WCOA has agreed to create a west coast ocean health report card

● States are leveraging this effort by releasing their own report cards
○ California’s OPC Council Meeting (on Monday) strongly endorsed these 

efforts



Why does WCOA want a Report Card? 

● Foundation for prioritizing issues on which to focus management 
attention 
○ Report Card yields a shared understanding about the condition of the coast

● Communication tool 
○ Tell legislators how their management teams are doing

● Improves monitoring systems 
○ States invest heavily in monitoring 
○ Report Card allows evaluation of whether monitoring yields the proper 

information



Proposed Indicators

Category

Stressors

Ecosystem 
Health

Human Use 

Health Indicator

Ocean Change

Pollution

Habitat

Biota

Coastal Economy

Recreation

Components
Ocean acidification 

Hypoxia
Ocean warming
Sea Level Rise

Beach water quality
Harmful algal blooms

Marine debris
Toxics
Kelp 

Wetlands
Rocky shore biota
Marine mammals 

Fisheries health
Ocean economy
Coastal access

Tourism



Our Primary Products 

• Two-pager: Targeted to legislative staff with limited technical knowledge

° Front page has simple status/trend graphics and a key takeaways box
° Back page elaborates on main messages, using no more than two additional graphics 

• Web site: Targeted to people who want a deeper dive  

° More extensive graphics and assessments 
° Methods for how we calculated status and trends
° An interactive mapping tool so you can look at data for your specific locale
° Description and links for all west coast programs that collect or present data on that topic

• Monitoring recommendations

° What are the monitoring shortcomings that limit our ability to prepare a report card?



Our Progress
• Two indicators have a two-pager and supporting web site that are almost done

° Kelp and Harmful Algal Blooms 

• Eight indicators have active working groups
° Marine mammals, Ocean acidification, Coastal access, Ocean warming, Rocky intertidal 
° Coastal economy, Fish, Birds (State of California is leading these)

• Each indicator is supported by expert working group, starts with subregional proof of 
concept, and expands to west-coast wide application







Supporting website includes comparison with other 
assessments and a Program Catalogue



CTAG has requested ongoing engagement

• They saw the Kelp products during their last meeting and want to 
provide feedback on one indicator per CTAG meeting for the next year

° Ocean Acidification up next

• CTAG recognized opportunity to re-evaluate monitoring efforts
° An example, Kelp Indicator relies on satellite data (not aerial overflights)
° However, Southern California Kelp Consortiums continue to invest in aerial 

overflights
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