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Background

* We're producing a fact sheet
every quarter for you

* You're using the fact sheets to
supplement conversations
you’re having with your board,
staff, partners, etc.

* We've published 5 so far

* The next fact sheet on HABs is
ready for your review today

Rapid beach testing methods
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How SCCWRP adds value to aquatic
ecosystems management

The applied-science research agency builds a rigorous technical foundation for management
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eDNA: An approach to monitoring
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Environmental DNA (eDNA) technology Is in the process of being incorporated into routine
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Regional monitoring i a type of enironmental monitoring
that focuses on holistic evaluation of ecosystems across time
and space. Unlike site-specific monitoring that tends o focus
ex areas, regional monitoring often calls on multiple
responsibilities for protec
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Afeld crew for the Southern Calfornia Bight Regional Monitorig Program

Spends tens of milllons of dollars every year to monitor
aquatic environments affected by pollution and other
human.caused stresses. Much of this monitoring s focused
on understanding the ecological effects of specific human
activities, such as wastewaler and stormwater discharges.
While this type of monitoring provides crical management
insignts, the data cannot be combined t0 produce a holistic
picture of regional ecosystem heaith. Regional monitoring
helps fill tis data gap. Through regional monitoring.

Closing a knowledge gap

1n 1990, the National Research Counil - the scientiic advsory
arm of the prestigious National Academies of Sciences,
Engneering, and Medicine - cited Southern Caifornia as a
poster chii for a densely populated region that, despite its
highqualty investments in monitoring, could not answer broader-
scale questions about how human activites have impacted the
health ofits aquatic ecosystems. Southem Caifornia also could

and answer big:picture questions fike:
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Southern Calfornia is home 1o two expansive, cyclical regional monitoring programs that probe multiple aspects of regional

ecosystem health.
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HABs fact sheet

* CTAG helped us refine the HABs fact sheet
last month

* CTAG has decided the revised version is
ready for your review

* We’ve already received some requested
edits from you

* Are you ready to approve the fact sheet
today with minor edits?

Harmful algal blooms

SCCWRP FACT SHEL:T DRAFT
Protecting ecosystems and humans

from harmful algal blooms (HABs)

Envir s are loping strategies, monitoring programs and modeling tools to
gain the upper hand on managing toxic HABs
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»  How to more accurately forecast when and where A feld crew collects samples during a HAB event in San Dieguito Rver in northern San
HAB will produce toxins Diego County. HABS can taint water vibrant shades of green: bue and red
How toxic HABs manifest in Southern California HAB monitoring programs in
California

HABS often pose a seasonal threat, forming in late spring or early summer and

dissipating by fall. However, blooms can occur year-round, and HAB toxins can persist TIvee st WS cking prog o ars
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Future fact sheet topics

e Last June, you used ranked-
choice voting to prioritize the
next 6 fact sheets

* PFAS is next quarter’s topic

CTAG’s priorities for future

fact sheet topics

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Regional monitoring «/
Harmful algal blooms «/
PFAS

Microplastics

HF183

Ocean acidification and
hypoxia



Next steps

* We'll produce the PFAS fact sheet next quarter

* We will publish the HABs fact sheet to you as soon as
you’ve signed off

* We will email you the final version + post to our website

* Keep up in the loop about how you’re using the fact sheets
 We are producing these documents for your benefit
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