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Align Cost with Sources
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Holistic Perspective
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Analytical Methods
Experiences to Date

• Lack of USEPA or 
Standard Methods 
and method 
performance under 
different conditions

• Analyses are largely 
driven by university 
laboratories, which 
are not conducive in 
regulatory context 
(NPDES permits)

Recommendations

• Avoid shifting 
method development 
to permittees

• Uncertainty of novel 
tools needs to be 
considered in risk 
evaluation

• Consider how 
studies are assessed 
and interpreted with 
out-of-date methods



Monitoring Approach
Experiences to Date

• Regional inconsistencies
• Difficulty in determining role 

of ambient monitoring vs. 
permit-driven monitoring

Recommendations

• Statewide assessment or 
pilot studies through 
existing program, like 
SWAMP

• Product Manufacturers = 
part of framework

• CEC Priorities = known 
impacts; developed by 
dialogue with State/ 
Regional Water Boards, 
scientific community, 
Permittees

• Permittee Level = only 
where data would inform 
management action



Impact of “Benchmarks”
Experiences to 

Date

• Emerging 
concerns over 
liability

• Potentially 
impacting 
integrated water 
resources

Recommendations

• Clear parameters 
for use of any 
numeric value 
that is developed

• Consider full 
context of 
multiple water 
resource goals



How Can State Water Board 
Better Address CECs?

 Focus on prevention (source control) and 
exercise regulatory authority

 Focus on product manufacturer’s role 
(monitoring, assessment, mitigation)

 Assess CECs statewide through SWAMP
 Consider uncertainty in risk evaluations
 Limit permittee assessments to information 

that will lead to / inform management actions 
of known impacts
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