
INTEGRATING ASSESSMENT TOOLS 

THE BENTHIC CONDITION EXAMPLE 

SHELLY MOORE 

AND GEOSPATIAL VISUALIZATION: 



BACKGROUND 

• Serving up data is easy 
 

• Turning it into useful information is 
more difficult 
 

• Not easy translating data into 
visualizations 
 



PROBLEM 
Benthos are a key part of our monitoring system 



SOLUTION 

1. Create an index 
 

2. Provide a means for calculating 
the index 
 

3. Create a way of visualizing the 
results 



BENTHIC RESPONSE INDEX 
• Provides an accepted and objective 

measurement of benthic condition 
 

• Abundance weighted average 
tolerance of species present 
 

• Final score indicates condition: 
 BRI Score   < 25         ‘Reference’  
 BRI Score <= 34         ‘RL1: Marginal’ 
 BRI Score <= 44         ‘RL2: Biodiversity Loss’ 
 BRI Score <= 72         ‘RL3: Community Function Loss’ 

 



BRI INTERFACE 



BRI INTERFACE 



YOUR BRI 



COMPARE TO OTHERS 



BRI EXCEL TEMPLATE 



SCAMIT LIST 



LOOKING FORWARD… 

• Use technology to develop more data 
visualizations 
 

• Continue to develop data 
visualizations based on existing and 
new tools 
 

• Continue to explore new and 
innovative ways to look at data 


