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Schematic of the MLOE assessment framework proposed for use in 

California’s SQO program.  Data integrations follows a two-step process.  (1) 

The three lines of evidence are used to determine the severity of biological 

effect (based on benthic impacts and toxicity) and the potential for chemically-

mediated effects (based on sediment chemistry and toxicity).  (2) The station 

assessment is based on a comparison of the severity of effect and potential for 

chemically-mediated effect.  Note that the benthos is given greater weight for 

determining effects and the chemistry is given greater weight to determining 

the potential for a chemically-mediated effect.
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