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2012-13 RESEARCH PLAN OVERVIEW 

• 39 projects in five thematic areas
– Tool Development
– Regulatory Program Support
– Regional Monitoring
– Information Management and Analysis
– Member Agency Support

• All projects are multi-year

• 93% of the projects have external partners



PARTNERS

• A partner is someone we anticipate will be an author 
on a project publication

– They add experience and technical resources
– They are critical for our goal of developing scientific consensus

• We are partnering with 61 organizations
– Universities (28)
– Federal government (9)
– State and local government (8)
– Private Sector (9)
– NGOs (7)

• The number of partners will be even larger after we 
have initiated Bight’13



OUR LARGEST INVESTMENT AREAS

• Biological objectives
– Streams, estuaries, oceans
– Invertebrates, algae, fish

• Nutrient criteria
– Streams, estuaries, oceans
– Linking nutrients and 

beneficial use impacts

• Emerging contaminants
– Environmental occurrence
– Biological screening tools

• Molecular methods
– Rapid microbial methods
– DNA barcoding
– Gene microarrays



NEW RESEARCH AREAS THIS YEAR

• Quantitative microbial risk assessment
– EPA has opened the door to site-specific objectives
– We will conduct their first case study

• Deep-ocean shoaling effects on the shelf environment
– Initial focus on hypoxia
– In partnership with the Center for Ocean Solutions

• Cyanobacteria
– Of growing concern, but relatively unstudied in southern California

• Dynamic data visualization
– Turning our data repository into an information and interpretation resource

• Effects of displaced ocean outfalls
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