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ABSTRACT 

This document describes the Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) for bioassessment of wadeable 

streams for the California State Water Resources Control Board’s Surface Water Ambient Monitoring 

Program (SWAM). These procedures are recognized by the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

as California’s standard bioassessment procedures and are designed to support general assessment of the 

ecological condition of wadeable streams and rivers based on the composition of the benthic 

macroinvertebrate and benthic algal assemblages. The procedures also produce standardized 

measurements of instream and riparian habitat and ambient water chemistry to support interpretation of 

the biological data. 

 

 
 
Full text: 
http://ftp.sccwrp.org/pub/download/DOCUMENTS/TechnicalReports/835_SOPColl
ectionFieldData.pdf 
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