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ABSTRACT 
There are many disjointed efforts presently underway along the coastal zones of the U.S.A., variously 
designed as research programs, monitoring studies, or waste disposal projects. Portions of each of these 
address the same basic questions regarding the bioavailability and toxicity of particulate-bound 
contaminants. While there is little if any evidence of water column effects from discharges on marine 
biota, some projects (particularly regulated monitoring) are still pursuing this question. Agencies charged 
with regulated, monitoring, and managing the marine coastal waters should join with the scientific 
community to develop a plan to eliminate non-productive sampling, and provided the necessary funds to 
generate a data base which could be used to predict impacts of discharges. Much of the data available 
from trawls and benthic infaunal analyses, coupled with good chemical analyses and some sediment 
bioassays, can provide ranges for threshold toxicity levels of multiple toxicants on sediment. To determine 
more accurately toxic concentrations of contaminants on sediment, carefully designed studies must be 
conducted. Several selected contaminants should be used, alone and in combination. Sensitive 
organisms representative of different coastal environments must be tested with sediments under 
conditions covering the range of factors found in polluted environments must be tested with sediments 
under conditions covering the range of factors found in polluted ted environments. The application of 
these findings would be extremely broad, encompassing industrial discharges, municipal wastewater 
discharges and disposal of dredged material.  
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